
As the school year winds 

down, the last weeks have 

been devoted to classroom 

field trips,  MCAS testing, 

Gates-MacGinitie testing, 

and fifth grade special 

activities. 

 

Recently, the annual Me-

morial Day Assembly was 

held (May 23) and our 

first grade students per-

formed admirably.  I’m 

pleased to announce that 

Sean Feeney was selected 

as the Conaghan Award 

recipient, presented to an 

outstanding member of the 

fifth grade class each year 

during the Memorial day 

program.  Also, a special 

portrait of our first Presi-

dent, George Washington, 

was unveiled, along with a 

special American flag that 

flew over Mount Vernon. 

 

As our fifth graders pre-

pare for the middle school, 

several important activities 

will take place including a 

tour of the Furnace Brook 

School; a visit from the 

FBMS counselors; an eve-

ning for parents to visit the 

middle school; and the an-

nual field trip to Lexington. 

The grade 5 luncheon will 

take place on June 13th and  

yearbooks will be distrib-

uted. 

After many years of out-

standing service to the 

children of Marshfield, 

four of our teachers will be 

retiring. They include Mr. 

Davenport (Gr. 5 Asst. Prin-

cipal); Miss Webster (Gr. 

5); Mrs. deAguiar (Gr. 4); 

and Mrs. Sullivan 

(Kindergarten)  We will 

miss them for their contri-

butions to the DWS and we 

wish them the very best in 

their retirement. 

 

 On behalf of the DWS 

staff I would like to thank 

our parents for their coop-

eration and help during the 

year; to our P.T.O. for their 

many hours of hard work to 

make the DWS a better 

school; to our many volun-

teers who worked tirelessly 

in our classrooms, library, 

and during field trips and 

special activities; to our  

Principal's Corner 

The Daniel Webster TimesThe Daniel Webster TimesThe Daniel Webster TimesThe Daniel Webster Times    

Inside this issue: 

PE 2 

K and Reading Room 3 

Grade 1 ,Art, & LC 4 

Grade 2 & 3 5 

Grade  4 & 5 6 

Music  7 

  

School Council for their 

efforts this year in devel-

oping our DWS  Improve-

ment Plan; and to our stu-

dents, for their hard work 

and good behavior. 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

Edward J. Mitchell,  

Principal 

June, 2008 

Volume 6—Issue 23                          Summer 2008 



introduced  to the game of cricket. 

In grades 3 -5 we just finished the 

Presidential Fitness Test... The stu-

dents set a record for the most 

National (63), and Presidential (22) 

awards earned at DWS. I was proud 

of their efforts. 

 

A big congratulation goes out to Mr. 

Davenport’s and Mrs. deAguiar’s 

classes for representing our school 

at the Marshfield System Wide 

Elementary School Volleyball Tour-

nament. Mr. Davenport’s class won 

the championship.   

 

Field Day will be coming up on June 

9th for Grades 3-5 & June 10th for 

grades K-2.   

 

Stay fit and healthy, 

 

Mr. P.  
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Check out the beautiful artwork  

in our display cases. 

Rainy Day Websites 

1. Save the Animals 
http://www.arkiveeducation.or

g/games.html –design a habi-

tat or save a lizard 

2. Magic School Bus Games—
http://www.scholastic.com/ma

gicschoolbus/games/home.htm 

3. Math Playground—
http://www.mathplayground.

com/index.html Play with 

numbers and give your brain a 

workout 

4. Kids Health - 

http://www.kidshealth.org/kid

/ - Learn about your  body, 

feelings, exercise and nutri-

tion. 

In Physical Education we are spring-

ing and have sprung into action. 

 

The kindergarten and 1st grade are 

excited to get outside and play some 

outdoor games. We will learn about 

playground safety, games and sports-

manship.  

 

Grades 2 – 5 have learned how to 

properly throw a Frisbee and then 

finished that unit with some exciting 

games of “Capture the Frisbee.” 

They have also learned important 

baseball skills, and have now been 



 At this time of year we ob-
serve growth in our students.  Since 
September, we have been working on 
letter names and letter sounds.  We 
strive for the desired level of phone-
mic awareness, as stated in our  

 

Kindergarten Reading and  

Literature Outcomes: 
            
 -recognizes and names capital and 
lowercase letters 
 -names and distinguishes between 
consonant letters and vowel letters 
-makes consonant letter sound asso-
ciations 
 -names words that begin with a spe-
cific consonant sound 
  

         Writing is another area where 
children have shown growth.  As stu-
dents learn more about letters, 
sounds, and words, their writing skills 
develop and mature.  The children 
stretch out words and write the 
sounds they hear using temporary 
phonetic spelling.  (for example: ktn 
for kitten)  Some learners can spell 
many words correctly by now.  Our 
students work towards achieving our 
  Kindergarten Writing Outcomes:  
  
 -generates and organizes information 
and ideas to write 
 -uses drawing, letters, letter sounds 
and some words to write 
 -adds details to make meaning 
clearer 

to your child, they should have 

every opportunity to enjoy that 

book either independently or with a 

Mom or Dad.   

 Realizing that the Ventress 

Library will be under going some 

renovations in the near future,  

some people might not be aware 

that they are part of the Old Col-

ony Library Network.   Just take 

your library card and visit other 

towns’ libraries using your Ventress 

library card.  You could even make a 

rainy day field trip out of it.    

 Be sure to use your Summer 

Reading List (which will be coming 

home with your child’s report card) 

as a guide to help you choose a book

(s) that is appropriate for your 

child’s reading level.  This list was 

compiled by all of the reading spe-

cialists and a librarian last year 

and a tremendous amount of effort 

went into making sure there was 

something for every reader’s abil-

ity and appetite.   

 Have a safe and happy sum-

mer and I will see you in Septem-

ber!   

 

Mrs. Serakis 
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 Greetings from the Reading Room! 

 Summertime….and the livin’ 

is easy!  With summer right around 

the corner, thoughts of kicking 

back and enjoying the warm 

weather are on all of our minds – 

no rush to get out of the house in 

the morning, no homework to worry 

about, no projects to prepare for.     

Instead, we’re thinking about re-

laxing days at the beach, visits 

with relatives, a possible trip to 

Fenway Park or, you might have 

planned a vacation away to enjoy 

with friends or family.   With all of 

this fun in mind, it’s important to 

remember that weekly visit to the 

local library.  Research shows that, 

families that provide the materials 

for reading produce stronger read-

ers.  As long as books are available 

            We have completed five units 
in our Scott Foresman Reading Pro-
gram and four units in our Investiga-
tions Math Program. 
  
            We celebrate what each child 
has learned and can do.  Every student 
has made progress along their own 
pathway to learning. 
  
            We encourage you to read and 
write with your child this summer. 

Mrs. Evans 

Mrs. Sullivan 
 

 

 



 This Spring the first grad-

ers have participated in many Sci-

ence and Social Studies themes. 

The children also enjoyed a visit 

from the nationally acclaimed musi-

cian and teacher, Johnny the K, 
(Johnny Kelleher).  He performed a 

fantastic program that focused on 

the environment and ways children 

can make a difference in their com-

munity.  

 The first graders had a 

wonderful time on their field trip to 

The Berklee Performance Center. 

Harry the Dirty Dog was terrific! 

The children, parents, and teachers 

all had a marvelous time. The teach-

ers want to once again thank all the 

chaperones for their participation!  

 At the same time, we would 

like to thank all of our first grade 

families for their continuous sup-

port throughout this past year. 

Your parental interest and support 

truly makes a significant differ-

ence. During the summer months 

please continue to read with your 

children and practice addition and 

subtraction math facts.  

  

Have a great summer! 

  

 

 

Mrs. Anderson 

Mrs. MacDonald 

Mrs. Hanson  

Mrs. Stapelfeld 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All the students have been 

working hard in the Learning Cen-

ter.  The students worked diligently on 

the MCAS tests, and we are expect-

ing successful results in the fall.  We 

can't believe that the school year is 

drawing to a close.  We are delighted 

to finally be enjoying some nice 

weather!  Remember to read over the 

summer and practice those math 

facts!  Enjoy the summer. 

Ms. Jean Brady 

Learning Center 

all their hard work. Some artwork 

has remained up on the walls, but 

will come down soon so everyone will 

get to take their art home. Every-

one did a tremendous job this year 

in art. Some projects have been 

challenging, but it has been a lot of 

fun and all students have all ex-

celled.  

 Last year, as we prepared 

for summer vacation, I gave some 

suggestions for keeping art a part 

of your summer. I thought they 

would be good to think about this 

summer too. Try and find the time 

to go to an art museum and look at 

all the different styles and move-

ments of art. Find a local art show 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our Arts Night went very 

well this year! I would like to say a 

big thank you to all the parents and 

students who attended and an even 

bigger thank you to the P.T.O. and 

all the parents who volunteered 

their time and effort to make the 

night a success. Each student 

picked one or two of there artworks 

to be displayed for the exhibit and 

when it was all up on display the art 

looked amazing. I am very proud of 

or fair to spend a little time. The 

Marshfield fair usually has art on 

display! Borrow books from the li-

brary that have pictures of differ-

ent things such as animals, places, 

or vehicles then have the kids try 

to draw the pictures after reading. 

Kids, go for a hike, to the beach, or 

to a game with your parents and 

later draw what you saw there. 

There are many ways to incorporate 

art into summer activities so that it 

can be fun and relaxing.  

 

Enjoy the summer! 

 

Mr. DeRosa 
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 The last couple of months 
have been full with fun and excite-
ment for the second graders! After a 
month of learning all about Hansel 
and Gretel the second graders got to 
go to the Duxbury Performing Arts 
Center to see the play Hansel and 
Gretel.  The play was very enjoyable 
and a good time was had by all!  

  

 Is that George Washing-
ton?  Is that Amelia Earhart?  No!  It's 
just the second graders dressed up 
for "Famous Americans in History 
Day"!  After months of studying about 
many famous Americans, the second 
grade students got to pick a famous 
American to portray.  The students 
researched their famous American, 
compiled facts about the person, and 
then they dressed up as the Famous 
American in History.  Parents were 
invited into the second grade to enjoy 
their performances.  The second 
grade teachers were impressed and 
very proud of all of their student's 
hard work! 

  

 For the past month all the 
second graders have been studying 
the many life cycles in our 
world.  Seeds have been planted and 
cultivated, butterflies, frogs, and lady-
bugs have been hatched!  The sec-

ond graders are becoming real ex-
perts on the topic of life cycles! 

  

 All year long the second grad-
ers have worked very hard on learn-
ing their math facts.  We would like 
them to continue studying  their math 
facts so they will really be ready for 
next year!!   If you need a new pack of 
math fact cards they can be pur-
chased at CVS , Ocean State, Star, 
and Stop and Shop.   The students 
have also worked really hard on their 
reading skills.  Over the summer take 
a trip to the Ventress Library and 
check out a good book or two!  It's so 
important to keep those reading skills 
going.  Keep up the good work!! 

  

 Our favorite enter-
tainer,  Johnny The "K" came back to 
D.W.S. !   Johnny teaches us impor-
tant life skills such as self confidence, 
self worth, being kind to others and 
the environment and many other im-
portant topics.  Johnny does this 
through song, dance and 
laugher!  Every one truly enjoyed see-
ing Johnny the "K" again and we can't 
wait until next year when we get to 
see him again!  

  

All of the second grade teachers 
would like to say thank you to all the 

wonderful families who have been 
supportive in so many ways!  Thank 
you for helping your children with: 
nightly homework assignments, home 
projects, book reports, math facts and 
reading logs.  Your child's success is 
due to your involvement.  Thank you 
also for sending in items such as tis-
sues, glue sticks, film, party supplies 
and birthday treats!  All your generos-
ity is truly appreciated!! 

  

 We had a wonderful school 
year with the second graders, we will 
miss each and every one of you!  Play 
safe over the summer!! Wear your 
bike helmets, put on sunscreen, and 
be careful swimming! 

Remember!!   

"Second grade is a special place,   

see the happy smile on our face!!!! 

 

Take Care!! 

Mrs. Bossa 

Miss McBride 

Mrs. Tivnan 

Mrs. Prendergast 

mid-May. The children worked very 

hard. Our Marshfield historical 

field trips to the Winslow House 

and to the Daniel Webster Estate 

enriched our Social Studies curricu-

lum. A study of Marshfield and ani-

mal projects were completed and 

presented. The children took great 

pride in their products. 

       To help your student maintain 

academic skills over the summer, 

        

 During the last few months 

of school, we have been very busy. 

Math MCAS tests were given in 

please encourage  reading! Keep 

those math skills strong by practic-

ing the basic facts. Make reading 

and math a fun part of everyday!  

       Thank you for all of your sup-

port this year. Have a wonderful 

summer.    

 Ms. Carroll 

 Mrs. Roseman 

 Mrs. Woodard 
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 It has been another excit-

ing term in grade 4!  Students have 

worked hard to prepare for their 

MCAS Tests in Reading/Language 

Arts and Mathematics.  Teachers, 

parents, and students should be 

very proud of the fine effort put 

forth by the children on this very 

challenging assessment. 

 

Excitement is building as we 

prepare for our field trip to the 

Boston Museum of Science on June 

4th.  There are so many hands-on 

activities for students to enjoy. 

The Theater of Electricity is always 

a favorite, and it ties in nicely with 

our Magnets and Electricity unit of 

study in Science.  We will finish the 

year studying plants, as each class-

room grows and observes them 

carefully.  In Social Studies, we 

continue our journey through the 

regions of the United States. 

 

Fourth grade students have 

had many opportunities to grow in 

the specialist areas, too.  They have 

learned to play cricket in Physical 

Education, and have mastered some 

songs on the recorder in Music 
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THE DANIEL WEBSTER SCHOOL 
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Grade 5 ~ Class of 2008 

 

 

 

T T T T   Terrific Teachers 

H H H H   Holiday Shopping Night 

A A A A   After-School Sports 

N N N N   Nifty “Class of ’08” T-Shirts 

K K K K   Kickball Games at Recess 

 

Y Y Y Y    Yearbook Cover Designs Contest 

O O O O   Open House  

UUUU   Using the Technology Lab 

 

V V V V    Volleyball Tournaments 

E  E  E  E    Enrichment Programs 

R R R R    Running the Mile! 

Y Y Y Y    Yummy School Lunches! 

 

MMMM    Marine Animal Projects we    
 went to see 

U U U U    Unbelievable MCAS Scores! 

CCCC    Conaghan Award Assembly 

H H H H    Hat Parades! 

 

A A A A    Awesome 5th Grade Holiday 
 Pancake Breakfast 

N N N N    New-born Chicks in 2nd Grade 

D D D D    Daniel the Duck in 2nd Grade 

 

G G G G    Good Citizens & Good Sports  

O  O  O  O    Open Response Practice with  

 Mr. Morris and Mrs. Spencer 

OOOO    October Field Trip to Plimoth Plan-

 tation in Grade 3 

DDDD    December Celebrations 

B  B  B  B    Boston Red Sox Spirit Days! 

Y Y Y Y    Yearly Reading Week 

E E E E    Earth Day Bags! 

  Grade 5 News 

 

The Class of 2008 would 
like to thank EVERYONE at  the 
Daniel Webster School for making 
the year(s) we have spent here SO 
very special! Thanks to our Parents, 
Guardians, and Friends for their 
constant support, too. ALL OF US 
will miss the Daniel Webster School 
very much. Thus, it is with these 
thoughts in mind, that  we, the 5th 
Grade Class of 2008, share these 
special memories with you. 

 

 

 Grade 5 News          

class.  Spectacular art work has been 

on display throughout the building.   

This truly brightens our day at 

Daniel Webster School. 

 

Fourth grade teachers would 

like to thank students and parents 

for another terrific school year.  

Have a wonderful summer and please 

continue to read, read, read! 

 

Mrs. de Aguiar 

Mrs. Gentile 

Mrs. Hubbard 

 



     Many good 

things have hap-

pened in the mu-

sic world of 

DWS this past 

year.   

 I am happy to say our Kin-

dergarteners and 1st graders have 

accomplished the first steps as mu-

sicians in finding their high and low 

singing voices and developing a good 

feel for the beat. They have it!  

Their singing in the Memorial Day 

program was very touching. 

2nd graders have had a won-

derful opportunity to learn about 

opera.  The performance of Hansel 

and Gretel by the Lyric Opera was 

just right as an introduction to 

singing on the stage.   

3rd graders have made great 

progress playing their recorders. 

We thank the PTO for purchasing 

one for each 3rd grader.  

4th graders have had the 

pleasure of attending a concert at 

Symphony Hall in Boston.  It is an 

impressive setting to begin a life-

long love of listening to great music. 

We thank the PTO and the Marsh-

field Cultural Council for supporting 

this trip with tickets and buses to 

the symphony. 

5th grade students have 

studied the Baroque composers, G.F. 

Handel and J.S. Bach, and for some-

thing really different, sampled a bit 

of jazz. 

It has been a rich experi-

ence for many students to partici-

pate in the band, string and chorus 

programs.  The All-Town Band and 

String concerts were outstanding 

events.  Our students really enjoy 

Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Egan as 

their teachers for these additional 

opportunities.  Our Early Bird Cho-

rus of 3rd and 4th grade students 

appeared on cable television for the 

Marshfield Community Christmas 

Telethon. Many people commented 

on their excellent music.  Our 5th 

Grade Chorus and Early Bird Chorus 

made some fine music for our Holi-

day and Spring Concerts. 

We are fortunate to have a 

vibrant music program in our 

Marshfield schools.  We are very 

blessed to have the wonderful sup-

port of our parents for this vital 

experience. 

Mrs. Dinsmore 
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