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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

The habit of “ reading for fun”  has been identified as a crucial factor in predicting academic 

success.  Summer vacation is the perfect time to encourage this practice, and literacy skills 

will be reinforced at the same time.  We have provided a list of suggested titles by grade 

level.  Each grade level list contains a variety of books that are written at different levels of 

difficulty. 

When helping your child select a book, find one that is interesting, and is comfortable 

reading.  Too many unknown words may lead to frustration.  If your child is interested in a 

difficult book, read it to him/her.  If the book is too easy, let him/her read it anyway to 

build fluency and confidence. 

How do I know if a 
book is just right? 

Use the FIVE FINGER RULE 

 

1. Select any page in the middle of the book and have your child read 
it aloud. 

 

2. For each word that your child does not know, hold up one finger. 
 

3. By the end of the page, fewer than 5 fingers should be up;                                  
    otherwise, the book is too difficult to read independently.   
    In that case, choose another book! 



 

Suggested  Reading List for Incoming Kindergarteners 
 

 
ABC I Like Me      Nancy Carlson 
All Night Near the Water                  Jim Arnosky   
Amazing Grace      Mary Hoffman 
Anno’s Counting Book     Mitumasa Anno 
Big Fat Hen      Keith Baker 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear     Bill Martin, Jr. 
Bunny Money            Rosemary Wells 
Chicka Chicka ABC      Bill Martin, Jr.   
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom    Bill Martin, Jr. 
Chrysanthemum      Kevin Henkes 
Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type    Doreen Cronin 
Corduroy      Dan Freeman 
D.W. Thinks Big      Marc Brown 
Eating the Alphabet     Lois Ehlert 
Fish Eyes        Lois Ehlert 
Go Away Big Green Monster!    Ed Emberley 
Good Boy, Fergus!     David Shannon 
Good Night Moon      Margaret Wise Brown 
Green Eggs and Ham     Dr. Seuss 
Growing Colors      Bruce MacMillan 
Here Are My Hands     Bill Martin, Jr. 
I Am too Absolutely Small for School   Lauren Child 
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie (etc.)    Laura Numeroff 
I’m Gonna Like Me     Jamie Lee Curtis 
Jessie Bear What Will You Wear?    Carlstrom, Nancy 
Julius, the Baby of the World    Kevin Henkes 
Little Blue and Little Yellow     Leo Lionni 
Little Critter       Mercer Mayer 
McDuff Goes to School     Rosemary Wells 
Make Way for Ducklings     Robert McCloskey 
Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready For Kindergarten  Joseph Slate 
Mouse Count      Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Mouse Mess      Linnea Asplind Riley 
Mouse Paint      Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Napping House      Don and Audrey Wood 
No David!      David Shannon 
Owen       Kevin Henkes 
Owl Babies      Martin Waddell 
Pigs Aplenty, Pigs Galore     David McPhail 
Rainbow Fish      Marcus Pfister 
Read-Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young   Selected by Jack Prelutsky 
Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf     Lois Ehlert 
Rocks in His Head     Carol Otis Hurst 
Sheep Take a Hike     Nancy Shaw 
Sunflower House      Eve Bunting 
Ten Black Dots      Donald Crews 
The Doorbell Rang     Pat Hutchins 
The Kissing Hand      Audrey Penn 
The Mitten      Jan Brett 
The Runaway Bunny     Margaret Wise Brown 
The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree   Gail Gibbons 
Sophie and Sammy’s Library Sleepover   Judith Casely 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar    Eric Carle 
Time for Bed      Mem Fox 
Today I Feel Silly      Jamie Lee Curtis 
Umbrella      Taro Yashimo 
Wemberly Worried     Kevin Henkes 
We’re Going On a Bear Hunt    Retold by Michael Rosen 
Where the Wild Things Are     Maurice Sendak 
Will You Be My Friend?     Nancy Tafuri 
                                   

 



Suggested Reading List for Incoming First Graders 
 

Some Picture Books… 
 

Bad Kitty                            Nick Bruel 
Brand-New Pencils  Brand-New Books                            Daine DeGros 
Chester’s Way                    Kevin Henes 
Click Clack Splash: A Counting Adventure                      Doreen Cronin 
Cornelius (and other titles)        Leo Lionni 
Earl the Squirrel         Don Freeman 
Reading Makes You Feel Good         Todd Parr 
Wild about Books         Judy Sierra 
 

Some Read to Me – Read Together Books… 
 

A is for Salad          Mike Lester 
Alexander and the Terrible Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day    Judith Viorst 
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom (and other titles)      Bill Martin 
Chrysanthemum         Kevin Henkes 
Corduroy at the Zoo         Don Freeman 
Curious George         H.A. Rey 
Farewell to Shady Glade (and other titles)      Bill Peet 
If You Gave a Mouse a Cookie         Laura Numeroff 
I Know An Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly      Nadine Westcott 
Is Your Mamma a Llama        Deborah Guarino 
Little Bear series         Else H. Minarik 
Make Way for Ducklings        Robert McCloskey 
Owl Moon          Jane Yomen 
Q is For Duck: An Alphabet Guessing Game      Mary Elting 
Read Aloud Rhymes for the Very Young      Jack Prelutsky 
Stellaluna         Janell Cannon 
Sylvester and the Magic Pebble        William Steig 
Turtle Knows Your Name        Ashley Bryan 
The Doorbell Rang         Pat Hutchins 
The Runaway Bunny         Margaret Wise Brown  
The Snowy Day (and other titles)       Ezra J. Keats 
The Story of Ferdinand          Munro Leaf 
You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You       Mary Ann Hoberman 
Wild About Books           Judy Sierra 
 

  Other Selected Works  for Reading and Listening… 
 
 
 
 
     

   ABC and Number Books (such as Anno’s Alphabet and Alphabatics) 
   Aesop’s Fables  
   Children’s Poetry books 
   Dr. Seuss books 
   Grimm and Hans Christian Andersen Fairy Tales 
   Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes 
   Wordless Books (such as Good Dog, Carl series) 

 

Recommended Authors… 
 

Chris Van Allsburg   Bob Graham   Laura Richards 
Jan Brett     James Marshall   Cynthia Rylant  
Marc Brown    Mercer Mayer   Shel Silverstein 
Eric Carle    David McPhail   Don and Audrey Wood 
Tomie dePola    Jack Prelutsky    
Gail Gibbons    David McCord    



Suggested Reading List for Incoming Second Graders 
 

A Picture Book of Benjamin Franklin Series  David Adler** 
A-Z Mystery Series     Ron Roy 
A Chair For My Mother     Vera B. Williams 
A Peach Street Mudders Story-Series   Matt Christopher** 
Amanda Pig Series     Jean Van Leeuwen 
Amelia Bedelia Series     Peggy Parish 
Arthur Series      Marc Brown 
Arthur Chapter Books     Lillian Hoban 
The Art Lesson      Tomie de Paola** 
Cam Jensen Series     David A. Adler** 
Charlotte’s Web      E.B. White 
Clifford the Big Red Dog Series    Clifford Bridwell 
Commander Toad and the Big Black Hole  Jane Yolan** 
Corduroy at the Zoo     Don Freeman** 
The Enormous Crocodile    Roald Dahl** 
Eyewitness Readers Nonfiction Series   Levels 1-4 
Fox and his Friends     Edward Marshall 
Henry and Mudge Series    Cynthia Rylant** 
Junie B. Jones Series     Levels 1-3 
Ira Sleeps Over      Bernard Waber** 
It’s Justin Time, Amber Brown    Paula Danziger 
Kids of the Polk Street School    Patricia Reilly Giff** 
The Lion and the Mouse and Other Aesop Fables Doris Orgel  
Little Bear      Else H. Miniarick 
Magic School Bus Series    Joanna Cole** 
Magic Tree House Series    Mary Pope Osborne 
Marvin Redpost Series     Louis Sachar** 
Miss Nelson Is Missing     Harry Allard** 
Miss Rumphius      Barbara Clooney** 
Morris and Boris at the Circus    Bernard Wiseman** 
Nate the Great Series     Marjorie Weinman Sharmat 
One Morning in Maine     Robert McClosky** 
Owl At Home, Frog & Toad Series   Arnold Lobel 
Poppleton Series     Cynthia Rylant** 
Real Kids Readers     The Millbrook Press 
Step Into Reading Series    Random House 
The Stories Julian Tells Series    Cameron 
Swimmy      Leo Lionni** 
Thank You Mr. Falker     Patricia Polaccio** 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs   Jon Scieszka 
Where The Sidewalk Ends    Shel Silverstein** 
Young Clara Barton Battlefield Nurse   A Troll First-Start Biography  
The Zack Files Series     Dan Greenburg 

 

 

~       **Author of multiple children’s titles 



 

The Absent Author      Ron Roy 
All About Sam       Lois Lowry 
The Best School Year Ever     Barbara Robinson 
Bunnicula       James Howe 
Class Clown       Johanna Hurwitz 
Crinkleroot’s Guide to Knowing Animal Habitats   Jim Arnonsky 
Dr. Friedman Helps Animals     Alice Flanagan 
The Elevator Family      Douglas Evans 
Fat Men From Space      Daniel Pinkwater 
George’s Marvelous Medicine     Roald Dahl 
Good Enough to Eat: A Kid’s Guide to Food and Nutrition  Lizzy Rockwell 
How to Eat Fried Worms      Thomas Rockwell 
The Hundred Dresses      Eleanor Estes 
The Hundred Penny Box      Sharon Bell Mathis 
I, Freddy: Book One in the Golden Hamster Saga   Dietlof Reiche 
The Ink Drinker       Eric Sanvoisin 
Judy Moody       Megan McDonald 
Little Wolf’s Book of Badness     Ian Whybrow 
Many Troubles of Andy Russell     David Adler 
Mean Margaret       Tor Seidler 
Morgy Makes His Move      Maggie Lewis 
Ramona’s World       Beverly Cleary 
School Mouse       Dick King-Smith 
Scranimals       Jack Prelutsky 
The School Story       Andrew Clements 
Space: A Nonfiction Companion to Midnight on the Moon  Will Osborne 
Stowaway to the Mushroom Planet     Eleanor Cameron 
Summer Reading is Killing Me     Jon Scieszka 
To the Top: Climbing the World’s Highest Mountain   Sydelle Kramer 
The Tale of Desperaux      Kate DiCamillo 
Utterly Me, Clarice Bean      Lauren Child 
 
 

 
Recommended Authors:   Recommended Series: 
Judy Blume      American Girl- varied authors 
Lynne Cherry (non-fiction)     Cam Jansen- David Adler 
Matt Christopher (sports)     Cobble Street Cousins- Cynthia Rylant 
Cornelia Funke      Encyclopedia Brown- Donald Sobol 
Patricia Reilly Giff      Horrible Harry- Suzy Kline 
Johanna Hurwitz      Graphic Biographies- varied authors 
Steve Jenkins (non-fiction)     Graphic Histories – varied authors 
Peggy Parish      Julian Stories- Ann Cameron 
Barbara Park      Little House- Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Diane Stanley      Magic School Bus – Joanna Cole 
       Magic Tree House  - Mary Pope Osborne 
       Marvin Redpost – Louis Sachar 
       Series of Unfortunate Events – L. Snicket 
       Time Warp Trio – John Scieszka 
      
 

Suggested Reading List for Incoming Third Graders 



Suggested Reading List for Incoming Fourth Graders 
 

Al Capone Does My Shirts (Newbery Honor Book)   Gennifer Choldenko 
Attaboy, Sam!       Lois Lowry 
Babe the Gallant Pig      Dick King-Smith 
Becoming Naomi Leon      Pam Munoz Ryan 
The Birchbark House      Louise Erdich 
The Book of Changes      Tim Wynne-Jones 
The Boy Who Saved Baseball     John H. Ritter 
Bud, Not Buddy       Christopher Paul Curtis 
The Cabin Faced West      Jean Fritz 
Charlotte’s Web       E.B.White 
The Courage of Sarah Noble     Alice Dalgleish 
Dork in Disguise       Carol Gorman 
Each Little Bird That Sings      Deborah Wiles 
Emergency Quarterback      Rich Wallace 
Fourth Grade Rats      Jerry Spinelli 
Good Dog       Avi 
Granny Torrelli Makes Soup     Sharon Creech 
Grasshopper Summer      Ann Turner 
The Great Turkey Walk      Kathryn Karr 
Harriet the Spy       Louise Fitzhugh 
Helen Keller’s Teacher [Annie Sullivan]    Margaret Davidson 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret     Brian Selznick 
Jelly Belly       Robert Kimmel Smith 
Journey to Jamestown: Elia’s Story & Sacahocan’s Story  Lois Ruby 
A Kick in the Head (Poetry)     Paul B. Janeczko 
Last Shot (Sports Mystery)      John Feinstein 
A Lion to Guard Us      Clyde Robert Bulla 
Love, Ruby Lavender      Deborah Wiles 
Molly McGinty Has A Really Good Day    Gary Paulsen 
Mummies and Pyramids (Internet-Linked)    Sam Taplin 
Nature Ranger (Nature Activities)     Richard Walker 
Penderwicks       Jeanne Birdsall 
Pictures of Hollis Woods      Patricia Reilly Giff 
The Random House Book of Poetry     Jack Prelutsky, ed. 
Sarah, Plain and Tall      Patricia MacLachlan 
Skinnybones       Barbara Park 
Stuart Little       E.B. White 
Sun and Spoon       Kevin Henkes 
There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom    Louis Sachar 
Village by the Sea      Paula Fox 
With Love: Ten Heartwarming Stories of Chimpanzees in the Wild Jane Goodall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED AUTHORS:         RECOMMENDED SERIES: 
Lloyd Alexander  Paul Fleischman      Bruce Coville – Magic Shop 
Judy Blume  Jaime Gilson      Bruce Hale – Chet Gecko Mysteries 
Betsy Byars  Anthony Horowitz                 Anthony Horowitz – Alex Rider Adventures 
Matt Christopher (sports)       Phyllis Reynolds Naylor     James Howe – Bunnicula 
Beverly Cleary  Barbara Park      Brian Jacques – Redwall 
Andrew Clements  Barbara Robinson      Mary Norton – The Borrowers 
Bruce Coville  Shel Silverstein (poetry)     Lemony Snicket – A Series of Unfortunate 
Roald Dahl  Peter Sis (non-fiction picture books)         Events 
Paula Danziger               Paul Stewart & Chris Riddel – The Edge 
                   Chronicles 
          Laura Ingalls Wilder – Little House Series 



Suggested Reading List for Incoming Fifth Graders 
 

ABC Math Riddles.         Jannelle Martin 

Akira to Zoltan: Twenty-six Men Who Changed the World.     Cynthia Chin-Lee 

Amelia to Zora: Twenty-six Women Who Changed the World.     Cynthia Chin-Lee 

Art Fraud Detective: Spot the Difference, Solve the Crime!     Anna Nilsen 

Berta: A Remarkable Dog.        Celia Barker Lottridge 

Black Beauty.          Anna Sewell 

Ella Enchanted  (Newbery Honor book)     Gail Carson Levine   

Everything on a Waffle  (Newbery Honor book)    Polly Horvath   

Hello, Goodbye, I Love You: The Story of Aloha, a Guide Dog for the Blind.   Pamela Bauer Mueller 

Hoot.  (Newbery Honor book)      Carl Hiaasen   

Inkheart.          Cornelia Funke 

Morgy Coast to Coast.         Maggie Lewis 

My America: A Poetry Atlas of the United States.      Lee Bennett Hopkins, editor 

My Momma Likes to Say.  (picture book about idioms)    Denise Brennan-Nelson   

Our Only May Amelia.  (Newbery Honor book)    Jennifer L. Holm   

The Cricket in Times Square.  (Newbery Honor book)    George Selden   

The Liberation of Gabriel King.        K. L. Going 

The Orphan of Ellis Island.        Elvira Woodruff 

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits,  

and a Very Interesting Boy.        Jeanne Birdsall 

The Wanderer.  (Newbery Honor book)     Sharon Creech   

Through My Eyes.         Ruby Bridges  

Skinnybones.          Barbara Park 

 
 
Recommended Series   
  
A Series of Unfortunate Events.  Lemony Snicket 

Amazing Days of Abby Hayes.  Anne Mazer 

Baseball Card Adventures.  Dan Gutman 

Books of Ember.  Jeanne DuPrau 

Chet Gecko Mysteries.  Bruce Hale 

Children of the Lamp.  P. B. Kerr    

Clarice Bean.  Lauren Child 

Deltora Quest.  Emily Rodda 

Discovery Plus.  (nonfiction; various authors)     

Outdoor Adventures.  Jean Craighead George 

Redwall.  Brian Jacques 

The Spiderwick Chronicles.  Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black 

     
Recommended Authors   
 
Avi    Paula Danziger  Gail Carson Levine    
Beverly Cleary   Kate DiCamillo  Scott O’Dell 
Andrew Clements   Jean Fritz  Louis Sachar    



Suggested Reading List for Incoming Sixth Graders 
 

The Alex Rider Series (Stormbreaker, Ark Angel)   Anthony Horwitz 
Basketball (Or Something Like It)     Noral Raleigh Baskin 
Black Beauty        Ann Sewell 
Bridge to Terabithia       Katherine Paterson 
The Education of Little Tree      Forrest Carter 
Esparanza Rising       Pam Munoz Ryan 
The Fledgling        Jane Langton 
Getting Near to Baby       Audrey Couloumbis 
The Giver        Lois Lowry 
Gold Dust        Chris Lynch 
Hatchet         Gary Paulsen 
Holes         Louis Sachar 
Hoot         Carl Hiaasen 
Indian Captive        Lois Lansky 
The Indian in the Cupboard                  Reid Bank 
Island of the Blue Dolphins      Scott O’Dell 
James and the Giant Peach      Roald Dahl 
The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles    Julie Andrews Edwards 
A Long Way From Chicago      Richard Peck 
Nora Ryan’s Song       Patricia Reilly Giff 
Olive’s Ocean        Kevin Jenkes 
Park’s Quest        Katherine Paterson 
The Phantom Tollbooth       Norman Juster 
Pigs Might Fly        Dick King-Smith 
The Secret Garden       Frances Hodgsen Burnett 
The Secret of Nimh       Robert C. O’Brien 
The Sign of the Beaver       Elizabeth Speare 
Snow Treasure        Marie McSwigan 
Stone Fox        John Reynolds Gardiner 
The Summer of the Swans      Betsy Byars 
Thief Lord        Cornelia Funke 
Travel Team        Mike Lupica 
Trumpet of the Swans       E. B. White 
Walk Two Moons       Sharon Creech 
Where I’d Like to Be       Frances O’Roark Dowell 
Windcatcher        Avi 
A Year Down Yonder                   Richard Peck 
 
 
Recommended Series    Recommended Authors 
Animorphs   by K.A. Applegate    Sharon Creech   Mike Lupica Brian Jacques 
Dragon Rider   by Cornelia Funke   Gary Paulsen   Jack Gantos Dan Gutman 
Chronicles of Narnia   by C.S. Lewis   E. B. White   Betsy Byars Cynthia Voigt 
Goosebumps by R .L. Stine    Katherine Paterson  Cynthia Rylant 
Harry Potter Series by J. K. Rowling 
Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Lord of the Rings by J. R. R. Tolkein  
A Series of Unfortunate Events   
 By Lemony Snicket 
True Survival Stories   by Paul Dowswell (Non-fiction) 
  
 

 



 

 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to 
the following staff members for their     

dedication and extra efforts in compiling 
this summer reading list.  

 

Christopher Bosanquet 

Yasamin Brooks 

Deborah DiBona 

Barbara Lauzier 

Beth Seraikas 

Ann Shanley 

Becky Shiaris 
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